CARNEY
BADLEY
SPELLMAN

KARL R. KLEPPE

Attorney

Contact Information

Phone: 206.6074133
Email: kleppe@carneylaw.com

As a litigation attorney in the Real Estate Group, Karl frequently litigates complex issues in real estate
transactions, commercial leases, business ownership disputes, and investment ventures. Karl’'s practice
includes a particular emphasis on claims of fraud and misrepresentation, breach of contract, and violations
of the Washington Consumer Protection Act.

Karl has experience representing both individuals and businesses, large and small, and understands the
importance of carefully tailoring his approach in each dispute to the needs of his client, maximizing outcomes
through zealous advocacy, while remaining sensitive to the cost burden that intensive litigation requires. Karl
leverages the breadth of experience of the Real Estate Group to ensure excellent, efficient, and effective
representation for his clients.

Prior to entering private practice, Karl obtained valuable litigation experience as a Deputy Prosecuting
Attorney for King County, and as a Certified Law Clerk for the Washington Attorney General’s Office in the
Labor and Industries Division. In law school, Karl regularly competed in national moot court and mock trial
competitions against the best law schools in the country, garnering awards for both oral and written advocacy.
He was inducted into the Order of the Barristers in 2022 as a result of his competitive success and graduated
cum laude from Pepperdine Caruso School of Law.

Outside the practice of law, Karl is an avid musician with broad experience across a wide range of genres.
He is a classically trained pianist and upright bassist, and also plays the guitar, electric bass, and drums. He
enjoys writing and recording music in his spare time and has a B.B.A. in Music Business (legal emphasis)
from Belmont University. Karl is proud to call the Pacific Northwest home again, returning after completing
his studies in Tennessee and California.

REPRESENTATIVE CASES

— Asserting claims against real estate sellers who concealed significant defects in the property and made
misrepresentations in listing materials and in Seller Disclosure Form 17.

— Asserting claims against a sophisticated business partner who convinced a client to invest in a business
venture, then misappropriated funds and mismanaged the development project to financial ruin.
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— Asserting claims against business partners for unlawfully asserting unilateral control over the joint
venture.

— Asserting claims on behalf of a decedent’s estate against a prior ‘tenant” who attempted to claim
ownership of the home by presenting falsified documents, including the decedent’s forged signature and
falsified notarization.

— Asserting claims against contractors for fraudulent billing practices on a cost-plus contract, based on
falsified and overinflated invoices.

— Asserting claims for breach of contract on behalf of a contractor, after their client refused to pay for the
work the contractor performed.

EDUCATION
— J.D., Pepperdine Caruso School of Law, Malibu, CA (2022)
- Dean’s List
- CALI Awards (Contracts, Property, LRW I, IP Survey, Entertainment Law)
- Order of the Barristers
- Oral Advocacy Awards (Moot Court, Closing Argument Comp.)
- Writing Award (Moot Court)
— BBA (Music, Business, and Legal Emphasis), magna cum laude, Belmont University, Nashville, TN
(2019)

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS

—  State of Washington
— State of Oregon

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

— Washington State Bar Association
— Oregon State Bar

— King County Bar Association

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
—  YMCA Mock Trial Judge (2024-present)
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